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1.0 Introduction  
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Kanab Field Office intends to prepare a travel management plan 
(TMP) and environmental assessment (EA) for the Trail Canyon (TC) Travel Management Area (TMA) as 
shown Appendix A. The TC TMP will offer a comprehensive framework for managing the BLM Kanab 
Field Office’s travel network and transportation systems. All decisions made in this TMP should be tied 
to the goals, objectives, and management actions contained in the 2008 Kanab Field Office Record of 
Decision and Approved Resource Management Plan (RMP). 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires that the BLM offer full disclosure and open public 
participation in its decision-making process. To initiate this public involvement process, the BLM held a 
scoping period from October 30, 2020 through November 30, 2020. The scoping period was intended to 
solicit input from the public on the issues, impacts, and potential alternatives that could be addressed in 
the EA. This scoping report summarizes the comments that were submitted by the public to the BLM. 

1.1 Location 
The TC TMA covers approximately 182,760 acres of BLM land exclusively in Kane County, Utah. 
It is bounded by Dixie National Forest on the north, U.S. Hwy 89 on east, the Utah-Arizona 
border on the south, and Zion National Park on the west. 
 

2.0 Scoping  
The public scoping process was initiated on October 30, 2020 and ended on November 30,2020. The 
scoping notice issued by the BLM to interested parties is provided in Appendix B.  

2.1 Outreach Methods 
Outreach methods for public scoping were: 

• A news release (Appendix C) was published on the BLM Kanab Field Office website and 
other social media outlets on November 2, 2020. 

• A news release was sent to local media outlets and interested parties. 
• The public input period was opened and posted with relevant maps and scoping 

information documents to the BLM’s ePlanning website on October 29, 2020.   

2.2 Opportunities for Public Comment 
The scoping period was advertised in a variety of formats (Table 1). 
In each format, the advertisements provided logistics and explained the purpose of scoping, 
gave the schedule for the public comment (scoping input) period, outlined ways to comment, 
and provided methods for obtaining additional information.  
 
Members of the public were afforded several methods for providing comment during the 
scoping period. 

• A comment form (Appendix D) was published and made available on the BLMs 
ePlanning website for download or hard copies were available for pick up at the BLM 
Paria River District/Kanab Field Office building.  

• Comments could be sent to a dedicated email address: blm_ut_kn_mail@blm.gov 
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• Individual letters and comment forms could be mailed via U.S. Postal Service to BLM 
Paria River District, Kanab Field Office, Trail Canyon TMP EA, 669 South HWY 89A, 
Kanab, Utah 84741.  

• Comments could be submitted directly through the ePlanning project website. 
 

Table 1. Meeting Notification Methods and Dates 

Publicity Item Venue and Date 

Mailing Email to BLM Stakeholder List – October 30, 2020 

News Release  Posted on the BLM website, Twitter, and Facebook – 
November 2, 2019 
 

 

2.3 Comments Received  
A total of 23 submittals were collected during during the public scoping period (Table 2). 

Table 2. Total number of Comments submitted and grouped into Entity types 

Entity  # of Comments 

Government Agency/Cooperators 001 

Special Interest Groups 003 

Individuals 019 

 

2.4 Primary Issues 
The issues raised during scoping are as follows: 

• The BLM should keep OHV access and opportunities the same as they currently are 
under the 2008 Kanab Field Office BLM RMP. 

• All existing routes should be kept open for OHV use, this ensures that vehicle limited 
people can continue to recreate on public lands.  

• Close all redundant/unnecessary routes to minimize vegetation and cultural damages, 
reduce route proliferation and the widening/ overuse of routes. 

• Close routes and provide a buffer for wilderness to reduce user conflicts due to speed of 
OHVs and OHV noise. 

• The Travel Plan should offer access to State of Utah managed lands. 
• The BLM should provide for OHV recreation opportunities. 
• The Travel Plan should designate all routes with an R.S. 2477 claim 
• BLM must prepare the Trail Canyon TMA pursuant to applicable statutes, regulations, 

BLM Utah Instruction Memorandum No. 2012-066 (“BLM-Utah IM 2012-066”), and the 
terms identified in paragraphs 16-24 of the Settlement Agreement. 

• The BLM should address routes that have no purpose or need and show signs of little to 
no use. 
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• The BLM should provide a reasonable range of alternatives 
• Routes within WSAs are extending beyond original allowed use causing greater physical 

impacts that violate the mandate in FLPMA sec. 603(c) and BLM Manual 6330.  
• The BLM should take a hard look at potential impacted resources such as plants, 

wildlife, Areas of Critical Environmental Concern, soils, water, air quality, climate 
change, cultural resources, and wilderness characteristics. 

• BLM should consider adverse impacts of its undertakings on cultural resources.  
• Impacts caused by routes that cross or are partially within rivers or streams. 
• The BLM should conduct a thorough environmental analysis of dispersed camping 

within 150 feet of designated routes as allowed by the 2008 RMP.  
• The BLM should use enforcement and management to mitigate conflicts with lands with 

wilderness character, wilderness study areas, or archaeological sites rather than 
eliminate access.   

• Each existing route (TC route) brought forward for designation should be explained 
individually as to why it is being considered for designation in the EA.  

• BLM monitoring, regulation, policing, and enforcement of OHV Use or designated routes 
has failed.  

• Existing designated routes that cross or are immediately adjacent to identified 
archeological sites, including eligible sites should be closed or rerouted.  

• Low use minimally reclaiming routes designated open in the 2008 RMP should be 
remain open keeping in mind anticipated growth and increased OHV use withing the 
TMA.   

Issues raised during scoping that are outside of the scope of the current Travel Planning effort:  

• BLM to add new OHV trails and trail systems; including routes that have been created 
due to route proliferation/user created, routes that did not exist prior to the 2008 RMP 
or that were closed in the 2008 RMP will not be considered for designation in this TMP. 

• Designation and development of non-motorized hiking, equestrian, and mountain bike 
trails. 

•  BLM needs to address the sanitary conditions at popular trailheads; the BLM recognizes 
the need for infrastructure in high use areas, however these types of actions require site 
specific NEPA planning efforts.  

• No new routes within WSAs will be analyzed, only routes identified by BLM in the 
original wilderness inventory. These primitive routes (or ways) were identified as 
existing on October 21, 1976.  

• Designate routes outside of the TMA. 

3.0 Future Steps 
Scoping is the first public involvement opportunity in the planning process. In addition to the release of 
the scoping report (this report) the BLM will make available to the public and stakeholders:  

• Preliminary Alternative Maps (Alts. A, B, C, & D) 
• Preliminary Route Evaluation Reports 
• Baseline Monitoring Report 
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Additionally, the public will have a chance to review and comment on the Draft TMP/ 
Preliminary EA in early 2021, before a decision is made by the authorized official. 
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APPENDIX A – TMA Map 
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APPENDIX B – SCOPING LETTER 
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APPENDIX C – SCOPING NEWS RELEASE  
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APPENDIX D – COMMENT FORM  
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APPENDIX E – PUBLIC SCOPING COMMENTS 
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